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HydroXan
– The Clean Oxidizer
by Dennis Ashworth
eople are dirty. Not the type of dirt that you can see like
the dirt on your legs after playing soccer – but the
terrible stuff you cannot see. When a swimmer dives,
jumps or simply steps into a swimming pool or spa – they start
to perspire and wash off ‘bather waste’. The longer bathers
stay and exercise submersed in the water, the more ‘bather
waste’ they leave behind.

P

Body Sweats Profusely
The body sweats profusely while exercising in water at
30° C (86°’F). Hair is washed off the body, mucous is
discharged from the nose and bathers involuntarily urinate
and sweat, leaving, on average, 750 ml to 1 L (25.3 oz. to 34
oz.) of ‘bather goo’ according to scientific research.
In a 100,000 gal. (400,000 L) indoor swimming pool with
300 to 500 bathers per day, the volume of bather waste is
approximately 300 L to 500 L (79 gal. to 132 gal.) of bather
waste – typically two drums per day. This includes fecal matter,
body lotions, under arm deodorant, skin creams, cosmetics,
hair care products, suntan lotions, skin flakes etc.
This is the reason that mandatory showering should
be enforced. It is the law in every province in Canada. The

more bathers shower with soap and water, the less costly it
is to operate the swimming facility. Less chemicals, less
make-up water and less down-time result in more revenue
and improved air and water quality. It has been shown that
those most at risk from poor air and water quality work in
enclosed offices on the pool deck, sit at a desk in the
filtration equipment room, and work on the pool deck as
aquatic instructors. (i.e.: lifeguards and ‘learn to swim’
teachers).

Answer Is A Two-Fold Process
The answer to the bather waste problem is a two-fold
process. The first is agglomeration – the process of forming a
mass from all of the invisible suspended particles left behind
by the bather and making the particles large enough to be
trapped by the filter. The second – and equally as important –
is oxidation. This stands alone and is an important step prior
to disinfection / sanitation.
Please note that the word ‘oxidation’ is a term
reserved for swimming pool and spa contaminates.
The Southland Leisure Centre in Calgary, Alberta, features a
264,172 gal. (1,000,000 L) wave pool that averages up to 2,000
bathers per day.
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